8t Patrich's Cathedral Porish, Armagh

www.armaghparish.net

Mass Times

St Patrick’s Cathedral
Monday - Saturday: 10am
Sunday Vigil: 6.30pm
Sunday: 11am, 12.30pm & 5.30pm

St Malachy’s Church
Tuesday—Friday: 8am
Mon, Wed & Fri: 7:30pm
Tues & Thurs: Prayer Service - 7:30pm
Sunday: 8am & 9.30am

Church of the Immaculate Conception
Sunday: 10am

St Colmcille’s Church
Saturday: 6pm

Confessions in St Malachy’s Church on
Saturdays @ 12 noon.

St Patrick’s Cathedral: 028 3752 2638
St Malachy’s Church: 028 3751 0516

Sacristans: Roger Duggan, Gary McGuirk

& Jimmy McKee

Parish Contacts
Parochial House: 028 3752 2802
Emergency Phone: 07596 899 031

Fr Barry Matthews, Adm
E: barrynmatthews@gmail.com

Fr David Nugent, CC
E: frdavidnugent@gmail.com

Fr James Adawai, SMMM, CC
E: jfaustin84@gmail.com

Fr Giacomo Taffi, CC
E: taffi94@gmail.com

Fr. Gabriel Neal
E: gabrielneal366(@gmail.com

Deacon Paul Mallon
E: paul.mallon@tudublin.ie

Deacon Eunan McCreesh
E: eunan.mccreesh@gmail.com

Dear Friends,

“Who do people say I am?”” And then, perhaps even more searchingly: “Who do you say I
am?”

The questions Jesus poses to his disciples in today’s Gospel are not simply questions for
Peter and the apostles; they are questions for each one of us. Who do we say Jesus is?
What place does he have in our lives? The mysteries of our faith are deep, and ultimately
we will only come to their fullness when, as St Paul reminds us, we see God “face to face”
and share in the beatific vision of heaven. Yet our faith is not something that remains
beyond our understanding. We can deepen it. We can nurture it. We can grow in our
knowledge and love of Jesus through Scripture, through the teaching of the Church,
through the wisdom of the saints, and above all through prayer and our own personal
relationship with Christ.

Perhaps one of the great challenges of our time is that we are surrounded by so much
noise. Growing up, many of us experienced a world with fewer distractions. There were
fewer tv channels, no smartphones and no constant stream of social media demanding our
attention. There was more time for conversation, for reflection, for family life and perhaps
even for simply being still. Today, we are constantly bombarded with information. Much
of it is negative, angry or divisive. We can scroll through our phones, watch the news or
listen to conversations around us and sometimes wonder where the good news has gone.
Yet, as followers of Jesus Christ, we are called to be people of good news. Our families
need good news. Our young people need good news. Our communities need people who
bring hope rather than despair, encouragement rather than criticism, kindness rather than
negativity.

So this week I want to set myself a simple challenge, and I invite you to join me. Let us
bring a little more goodness and positivity into the lives of the people we meet. Let us
encourage someone in our family and remind them of the blessings they have received. Let
us become a blessing for someone else. Let us perform a random act of kindness without
expecting anything in return. Let us pray for someone who may be struggling or carrying a
burden that we know nothing about. Let us offer a genuine compliment, simply because it
is good to make another person feel valued. Let us not always count the cost of kindness.
Sometimes the smallest gesture can make the greatest difference. A smile, a kind word, a
phone call, a listening ear, a word of encouragement — these things may seem
insignificant to us, but they can mean the world to someone else. Jesus says, “By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Perhaps, then, there is another way of answering Jesus’ question, “Who do you say I
am?” We answer it not only with our words, but with our lives. If we are kind,
compassionate, generous and forgiving; if we bring hope where there is despair and light
where there is darkness; if we make the lives of those around us a little better because we
have passed through them — then people will see something of Christ in us.

This week, therefore, let us become people of good news. Let us share kindness in
abundance. And through the way we live, may others come to recognise the answer to the
question Jesus asks each of us: “Who do you say [ am?”

With every blessing, Fr Barry Matthews Adm.
Anniversaries & Month’s Mind Masses should be left in the Parish Office no later than

Parish Office

Cathedral Gate Lodge, 41a Cathedral Rd.

Tel: 028 3752 2813
Opening Hours: Mon - Fri: 10am-3pm
Caroline Caherty, Finance Manager
armaghparishfinance@gmail.com

Claire Corr, Parish Secretary
armaghparishoffice@gmail.com

Thecla Brolly & Moneena Delaney
Parish Safeguarding Reps
armaghparishsafeguarding@gmail.com

Baptisms & Weddings
To book a baptism or wedding,
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SVP Helpline: 07733 482604

12noon on the Thursday of the week before the anniversary is due to be remembered, this
includes Saturday Anniversaries. Anniversaries are read out at all Masses on weekday or
one Sunday Mass. Months Minds will be remembered at the 12:30pm Mass on Sunday
following the Months Mind. We request that you leave your anniversary in as early as
possible to avoid disappointment.

St Patrick’s Cathedral Gift Shop The Cathedral Gift Shop is open each day from
10.30am — 1.30pm and it stocks a lovely variety of cards and gifts for special occasions,
including traditional Irish crafts and gifts and souvenir booklets on the Cathedral.

Weekly Collection: £6661 & €127.42
Feast of the Assumption Collection: £2670 & €132.79

RECENTLY DECEASED
We pray for: Paul Clarke, Patricia Mooney, Arthur McAnerney

and Mary Shannon {Z?
MONTHS MIND &k

We pray this week for: Roseann Treanor and Josepha Jordan.

May they rest in peace

Eucharistic Adoration takes place each day in St
Malachy's Church from after Mass (8:30am
weekdays) until evening (7pm weekdays - Spm
weekend). Please sign the attendance sheet in the
Church & encourage family & friends to engage
with this special apostolate. Adoration from 7-
10pm each Tuesday & Thursday in the Adoration
Chapel.

Prayer for Vocations O Jesus, send labourers into your fields,
which are awaiting holy apostles, saintly priests, heroic
missionaries and dedicated sisters and brothers. Enkindle in the
hearts of men and women the spark of a vocation. Grant that
Christian families may desire to give your Church, helpers in the
work of tomorrow. Amen.

Divine Mercy for Peace Our Monday, Wednesday and Friday
afternoon hour of mercy continues in the Cathedral. We dedicate
this hour to prayer for world peace during this difficult moment in
our world where war and violence affect so many. All welcome.

Welcome! We welcome a student priest to our parish this week —
Ciaran Carragher. Ciaran will be with us for the coming months and
will be engaged in pastoral activities in the parish as he continues
his studies. Please offer him a warm Armagh welcome and keep
him and all our seminarians in your prayers.

Charles Wood Singers We welcome the Charles Wood Singers to
the Cathedral today as they join for the 11am Mass. This week has
been a wonderful moment of joy as the Charles Wood Summer
School has brought Choral Music to the fore of our City. We thank
parishioners who joined any of the Choral celebrations. We look
forward to welcoming the participants for the 2027 Festival.

Mass of Thanksgiving To mark Bishop Michael’s appointment as
Bishop of Derry and to give thanks for his service to the
Archdiocese of Armagh we will celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving
in the cathedral on Thursday 9th September at 7:30pm, followed by
refreshments in St Patrick’s Grammar School. All are welcome.

Parish Ministries We are currently seeking Altar Servers, Readers
and Eucharistic Ministers in the Parish. Training will begin early in
September for those interested. P5/P6 children interested in
becoming Altar Servers are asked to Contact the Parish Office.
Those interested in becoming Readers or Eucharistic Ministers are
also asked to leave their names in the Parish Office or speak to any
of the Priests / Deacons

Summer Works This Summer we have once again undertaken a
programme of repairs and maintenance works. We have completed
the painting of Tullysaran Chapel, re-plastering of an area of the
Synod Hall, outside painting (doors and railings) around St
Malachy's and the Cathedral as well as the removal of unsteady
tree's at St Patrick's Cemetery. We take this opportunity to thank
parishioners for their ongoing financial support which enables such
works and which allows for a planned programme of maintenance.

Armagh Parish Week of Hope “Anchored in Christ - Alive in
Hope” will take place from 27th September - 4th October. More
information to follow.

Novena for St Teresa of Calcutta will take place from 27th
August - 4th September. The novena will be prayed before the
10am Mass each day. Mass for the Feast Day will be celebrated on
5th September at 10am. All welcome to join.

Novena Prayer
St Teresa of Calcutta, you allowed the thirsting

love of Jesus on the Cross to become a living
flame with you, and so became the light of His
love to all.

Obtain from the Heart of Jesus (here make your
request)

Teach me to allow Jesus to penetrate and possess my whole being
so completely that my life, too, may radiate His light and love to
others. Amen.

Exam Results We think of all our students receiving their exams
results at this time. May the Holy Spirit guide and direct you as you
make choices about your future.

From Cathedral to City - Pilgrim’s Passport Tour A series of
walking tours will take place this summer beginning at the
Cathedral & taking in various sites across the city. Each guest will
receive an official St. Patrick’s Way Pilgrim Passport & will have
the opportunity to stamp their passport at. Booking: https://armagh-
navancentre.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/shows/873663866

Baptism Baptisms take place each Saturday at Spm in St
Colmcille’s Church, 5:30pm in St Malachy’s Church and on
Sunday after 10am Mass in the Church of the Immaculate
Conception, Tullysaran. Bookings can be made through the Parish
Office on 02837522813. Baptism generally book up one month in
advance, so please contact early to avoid disappointment.

Children’s Book Willie Nugent’s children’s story book “From the
top of gas lane to the top of the world” is now on sale in Macari’s,
Raffles, Curran’s Spar shop, Dessie’s and Trimprint. Priced £5.
Proceeds in aid of “ Little Heroes “ Royal Belfast Hospital for Sick
Children.

Westenders Table Sale in Sherry’s Field Hall on Saturday 29th
August 10am-2pm. All welcome.

A Student's Prayer for a New School Year
Lord Jesus, I ask for Your help as I begin this new school year.
Allow me to experience Your presence
in the many blessings You put before me.
Open my eyes to the new challenges
and exciting opportunities that this new school year brings.
Open my heart and mind to new friends and new teachers.
Give me a generous spirit to be enthusiastic with my studies and
courage to accept new opportunities.
Help me to be attentive to my teachers
and let me experience Your presence in my new friends.
Jesus, inspire me to do my best this year!
Amen.

Holy Spirit Prayer of Saint Augustine
(Feast Day - Friday 28th August)

Breathe in me, O Holy Spirit,
That my thoughts may all be holy.
Act in me, O Holy Spirit,
That my work, too, may be holy.
Draw my heart, O Holy Spirit,
That I love but what is holy.
Strengthen me, O Holy Spirit,
To defend all that is holy.
Guard me, then, O Holy Spirit,
That I always may be holy.
Amen




