8t Patrich's Cathedral Porish, Armagh

www.armaghparish.net

Mass Times

St Patrick’s Cathedral
Monday - Saturday: 10am
Sunday Vigil: 6.30pm
Sunday: 11am, 12.30pm & 5.30pm

St Malachy’s Church
Tuesday—Friday: 8am
Mon, Wed & Fri: 7:30pm
Tues & Thurs: Prayer Service - 7:30pm
Sunday: 8am & 9.30am

Church of the Immaculate Conception
Sunday: 10am

St Colmcille’s Church
Saturday: 6pm

Confessions in St Malachy’s Church on
Saturdays @ 12 noon.

St Patrick’s Cathedral: 028 3752 2638
St Malachy’s Church: 028 3751 0516

Sacristans: Roger Duggan, Gary McGuirk

& Jimmy McKee

Parish Contacts
Parochial House: 028 3752 2802
Emergency Phone: 07596 899 031

Fr Barry Matthews, Adm
E: barrynmatthews@gmail.com

Fr David Nugent, CC
E: frdavidnugent@gmail.com

Fr James Adawai, SMMM, CC
E: jfaustin84@gmail.com

Fr Giacomo Taffi, CC
E: taffi94@gmail.com

Fr. Gabriel Neal
E: gabrielneal366(@gmail.com

Deacon Paul Mallon
E: paul.mallon@tudublin.ie

Deacon Eunan McCreesh
E: eunan.mccreesh@gmail.com

Parish Office

Cathedral Gate Lodge, 41a Cathedral Rd.

Tel: 028 3752 2813
Opening Hours: Mon - Fri: 10am-3pm
Caroline Caherty, Finance Manager
armaghparishfinance@gmail.com

Claire Corr, Parish Secretary
armaghparishoffice@gmail.com

Thecla Brolly & Moneena Delaney
Parish Safeguarding Reps
armaghparishsafeguarding@gmail.com

Baptisms & Weddings
To book a baptism or wedding,
please contact the Parish Office.

www.armaghparish.net

SVP Helpline: 07733 482604

Dear Friends,

“Nothing can come between us and the love of Christ.” These immortal words from St
Paul’s Letter to the Romans lie at the very heart of our relationship with God. They remind
us that we are loved unconditionally by a God who walks beside us through every joy and
every sorrow, never abandoning us, even in our darkest moments. St Paul goes on to
acknowledge the very real struggles that touch every human life—hardship, distress,
persecution, suffering, and loss. These are the experiences that can leave us questioning
God’s presence and providence. In today’s Gospel we see that even Jesus Himself
experienced profound grief. On hearing of the death of John the Baptist, His cousin and
friend, He withdrew to a quiet place to mourn. It is a powerful reminder that Jesus fully
entered into our human experience. He knew what it was to grieve, to weep, and to feel the
pain of loss.

Being a Christian, a follower of Christ, does not exempt us from the crosses of life. Rather,
it gives us the strength and the grace to carry them, knowing that we never carry them
alone. Christ walks beside us, and His Cross becomes the source of our hope. One of the
questions I am most often asked, particularly in times of bereavement or tragedy, is, “Why
does God allow suffering?” It is perhaps the most difficult question any priest is asked. In
those moments of sadness and despair, words can seem inadequate, and I often feel that no
answer can fully ease the pain. Yet faith reminds us that God is not the author of suffering.
Much of the suffering in our world is the result of human choices—war, violence, hatred,
persecution, injustice, and our failure to love one another as God has commanded. If
humanity truly lived by the commandments given by God to Moses and fulfilled in the
command of Christ to love God and our neighbour, our world would be transformed.
There would still be sorrow, but so much needless suffering would disappear.

The loss of someone we love changes us forever, and how we respond to that loss often
shapes the course of our lives. In today’s Gospel, Jesus responds to His own grief not by
turning in on Himself, but by reaching out with compassion. He heals the sick, welcomes
the crowds, and feeds the hungry. Even in sorrow, His love continues to pour out for
others.

Perhaps that is the invitation for us today. In the midst of our own grief and struggles, we
are called not to lose hope but to allow the love of Christ to flow through us in acts of
kindness, compassion, and service. So we return to those reassuring words of St Paul:
“Nothing can come between us and the love of Christ.” Not death, not suffering, not
injustice, not persecution, not disappointment, nor even our deepest fears can separate us
from His love. Those we mourn are not lost but are called into the eternal embrace of God.
They now behold Him face to face in their heavenly homeland, while we continue to
encounter that same living Lord each time we gather for Mass and every time we kneel
before Him in prayer and adoration. There, Christ strengthens us, nourishes us, and
reminds us that His love is stronger than death itself.

With every blessing, Fr Barry Matthews Adm.

Anniversaries & Month’s Mind Masses should be left in the Parish Office no later
than 12noon on the Thursday of the week before the anniversary is due to be
remembered, this includes Saturday Anniversaries. Anniversaries are read out at all
Masses on weekday or one Sunday Mass. Months Minds will be remembered at the
12:30pm Mass on Sunday following the Months Mind. We request that you leave your
anniversary in as early as possible to avoid disappointment.

St Patrick’s Cathedral Gift Shop The Cathedral Gift Shop is open each day from
10.30am — 1.30pm and it stocks a lovely variety of cards and gifts for special occasions,
including traditional Irish crafts and gifts and souvenir booklets on the Cathedral.

St Patrick’s Prayer Guild Mass Bouquets and Mass Cards are available in the
Cathedral Shop and in the Sacristy of St Malachy’s Church after Masses. The 10am
Mass each Saturday in the Cathedral is dedicated to St Patrick’s intercession and the
intentions for these Mass Cards/Bouquets will all be included in this weekly Mass.

Weekly Collection £6,980 & €224.50

RECENTLY DECEASED

We pray for: Josepha Jordan, Roseann Trainor, Jim Maxwell, Susan Donnelly, Carol
Grimley, Leeanne Grimley, Jimmy McCusker and Bridie Conlon.
G
MONTHS MIND &b

We pray this week for: Nigel Fearon, Margaret McEneaney and Tanishea Magee.

May they rest in peace

Eucharistic Adoration takes place each day in
St Malachy's Church from after Mass (8:30am
weekdays) until evening (7pm weekdays - Spm
weekend). Please sign the attendance sheet in the
Church & encourage family & friends to engage
with this special apostolate. Adoration from 7-
10pm each Tuesday & Thursday in the Adoration
Chapel.

Prayer for Vocations O Jesus, send labourers
into your fields, which are awaiting holy
apostles, saintly priests, heroic missionaries and
dedicated sisters and brothers. Enkindle in the
hearts of men and women the spark of a
vocation. Grant that Christian families may
desire to give your Church, helpers in the work of tomorrow.
Amen.

Divine Mercy for Peace Our Monday, Wednesday and Friday
afternoon hour of mercy continues in the Cathedral. We dedicate
this hour to prayer for world peace during this difficult moment in
our world where war and violence affect so many. All welcome.
MONTHLY MASS Knockaconey—Thursday from 7pm Mass
7:30pm—Please do come along !

St Patrick’s Cathedral Pilgrimage to Fatima Leaving 8th Oct for
7 nights. £895 per person sharing. Direct flights from Dublin, full

board & full religious programme. For more info and booking
contact Joe Walsh Tours 0808 1890468.

From Cathedral to City - Pilgrim’s Passport Tour A series of
walking tours will take place this summer beginning at the
Cathedral & taking in various sites across the city. Each guest will
receive an official St. Patrick’s Way Pilgrim Passport & will have
the opportunity to stamp their passport at. Booking: https://armagh-
navancentre.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/shows/873663866

O’Connell’s GAC Tullysaran— invite you to join with them to
pray for the success of The Liberator Tour at the 7:30pm Mass on
Monday 3rd August in Tullysaran Chapel. The team will cycle
from Cahersiveen to Tullysaran & we wish them every blessing &
success. We join with their fundraising this weekend as our parish
door collection also supports NI Air Ambulance.

Bulletin We continue to encourage parishioners to take a bulletin
home for a neighbour or family member who may be infirm or
unable to join in person for the Mass - the weekly bulletin is a way
that people can feel connected with the faith community and can
keep up to date with parish events etc.

Safe Travels We pray that anyone travelling during this time will
have a safe & enjoyable trip and we welcome any visitors who are
visiting our parish at this time, we wish you a pleasant stay.

Baptism Baptisms take place each Saturday at 5pm in St
Colmcille’s Church, 5:30pm in St Malachy’s Church and on
Sunday after 10am Mass in the Church of the Immaculate
Conception, Tullysaran. Bookings can be made through the Parish

Office on 02837522813. Baptism generally book up one month in
advance, so please contact early to avoid disappointment.

Knock Shrine Day of Prayer of Intercession for Priests will take
place on Monday 3rd August. To book a place on a coach contact
Gabrielle 07933 521105 or Catherina 07899 810181. Cost: £30

St Patrick’s Cathedral Rosary Group
“The Rosary is my favourite prayer”
St. Pope John Paul 11

The Rosary Group in St. Patricks Cathedral Armagh was founded
over 30 years ago by a group of dedicated local parishioners who
wanted to gather together and pray the Holy Rosary as one. The
Holy Rosary has been recited almost every weekday since, with
some of those original members still attending today.

The Holy Rosary is a powerful tool to help the faithful understand
and live the mysteries of the Gospel. It is an enormous source of
grace and spiritual protection and one of the most powerful
sacramentals of the Catholic Church.

With advances in technology, the Holy Rosary is now recited daily
from the altar in the Cathedral at 9:30am each weekday, including
Saturdays, before 10:00am Mass, allowing those who are unable to
attend mass in person, to connect and pray with parishioners in the
Cathedral each morning.

The Rosary Group are keen for new parishioners to join them either
in the Cathedral or online, each weekday morning, including
Saturdays.

“If families give Our Lady 15 minutes a day by reciting the Holy
Rosary, I assure them that their homes will become, by God’s
grace, peaceful places...the family that prays together, stays
together” - Fr. Patrick Peyton

Special thanks to Adrian & all who look after St Malachy’s
Church grounds—the Grotto area looks lovely for the summer

St Dominic - Patron Saint of the Rosary
Feast Day — 8th August

O God, you have enlightened your Church
by the eminent virtues and preaching of
St. Dominic, your confessor.

Mercifully grant that by his prayers we may be protected against
temporal necessities and daily improve in all that is spiritually
good.

Jesus, Mary and Joseph most kind,
bless us now and at the hour of our death.

O Lord, deliver us from a sudden and unprovided death.
God of Truth you gave your church a new light in the life
and preaching of our Father Dominic.

Give us the help we need to support our preaching
by holy and simple lives.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

God, forever and ever. Amen.




