8t Patrich's Cathedral Porish, Armagh

www.armaghparish.net

Mass Times

St Patrick’s Cathedral
Monday - Saturday: 10am
Sunday Vigil: 6.30pm
Sunday: 11am, 12.30pm & 5.30pm

St Malachy’s Church
Tuesday—Friday: 8am
Mon, Wed & Fri: 7:30pm
Tues & Thurs: Prayer Service - 7:30pm
Sunday: 8am & 9.30am

Church of the Immaculate Conception
Sunday: 10am

St Colmcille’s Church
Saturday: 6pm

Confessions in St Malachy’s Church on
Saturdays @ 12 noon.

St Patrick’s Cathedral: 028 3752 2638
St Malachy’s Church: 028 3751 0516

Sacristans: Roger Duggan, Gary McGuirk

& Jimmy McKee

Parish Contacts
Parochial House: 028 3752 2802
Emergency Phone: 07596 899 031

Fr Barry Matthews, Adm
E: barrynmatthews@gmail.com

Fr David Nugent, CC
E: frdavidnugent@gmail.com

Fr James Adawai, SMMM, CC
E: jfaustin84@gmail.com

Fr Giacomo Taffi, CC
E: taffi94@gmail.com

Fr. Gabriel Neal
E: gabrielneal366(@gmail.com

Deacon Paul Mallon
E: paul.mallon@tudublin.ie

Deacon Eunan McCreesh
E: eunan.mccreesh@gmail.com

Parish Office

Cathedral Gate Lodge, 41a Cathedral Rd.

Tel: 028 3752 2813
Opening Hours: Mon - Fri: 10am-3pm
Caroline Caherty, Finance Manager
armaghparishfinance@gmail.com

Claire Corr, Parish Secretary
armaghparishoffice@gmail.com

Thecla Brolly & Moneena Delaney
Parish Safeguarding Reps
armaghparishsafeguarding@gmail.com

Baptisms & Weddings
To book a baptism or wedding,
please contact the Parish Office.

www.armaghparish.net

SVP Helpline: 07733 482604

Dear Friends,

Last week I was blessed to join Fr Giacomo and members of our LEAP Young Adult
Group on pilgrimage to Medjugorje for the annual Youth Festival. We were part of an
extraordinary gathering of around 50,000 pilgrims, together with 650 priests and bishops,
representing 73 countries. It was a truly privileged and deeply moving experience. From
the moment we arrived until the moment we left, our young adults were struck by the
incredible outpouring of joy, hope and faith. They witnessed something that is difficult to
capture in words: a Church that was young, vibrant, joyful and very much alive.

Sometimes the narrative we hear about the Church in Ireland can paint a picture of a tired
or sleepy Church — communities of older people maintaining familiar rituals and
traditions. Yet, when we encounter young adults who are actively seeking and discovering
a lived relationship with God, we see something very different. We see young people
searching for meaning, purpose, friendship and belonging; young people who recognise
that there is something deeper to life than what the material world alone can offer.

What particularly struck me in Medjugorje was the sheer joy of these young people. They
were not ashamed of their faith, nor did they feel the need to hide it. There was no sense of
stigma or embarrassment. Instead, there was a genuine freedom — the freedom to be
themselves, to celebrate friendship, to have fun, to pray, to worship and to discover an
identity rooted in something deeper than the passing influences of the world around them.
Our young adults are seeking a different kind of life: one that is life-giving rather than life-
draining; one built on genuine relationships rather than superficial connections; one where
friendship, community and joy are rooted in something lasting. In a world where young
people can so often find themselves surrounded by pressures, excess and an increasingly
substance-fuelled culture, the experience of Medjugorje demonstrated that there is another
way — a way marked by wholesome joy, authentic friendship, faith and hope.

I am increasingly convinced that our young people are seeking more than the world is
offering them. They are searching for relationships that have depth, friendships that are
genuine and a joy that connects them not only with one another but ultimately with God,
our Creator. As a parish, we have a responsibility to create spaces where young adults and
young families feel welcomed, valued and encouraged to participate in the life of the
Church. We want them not simply to attend, but to belong; not simply to observe, but to
become active participants in the life of our parish community. We want to help them
discover that God’s plan for their lives is not some distant or unrealistic ideal. It is real, it
is life-giving and it is possible — especially when we walk together, encourage one
another and grow together in faith. Our LEAP group helps with this.

Back in 2016, T wrote the words: “Our Church is alive, and our young people are its
lungs.” Having witnessed the extraordinary faith and joy of so many young people in
Medjugorje last week, I believe those words remain as true today as they were then. Our
Church is alive. And when we give our young people the space, encouragement and
confidence to breathe new life into it, we discover a Church filled with hope for the future.

With every blessing, Fr Barry Matthews Adm.

Anniversaries & Month’s Mind Masses should be left in the Parish Office no later
than 12noon on the Thursday of the week before the anniversary is due to be
remembered, this includes Saturday Anniversaries. Anniversaries are read out at all
Masses on weekday or one Sunday Mass. Months Minds will be remembered at the
12:30pm Mass on Sunday following the Months Mind. We request that you leave your
anniversary in as early as possible to avoid disappointment.

St Patrick’s Cathedral Gift Shop The Cathedral Gift Shop is open each day from
10.30am — 1.30pm and it stocks a lovely variety of cards and gifts for special occasions,
including traditional Irish crafts and gifts and souvenir booklets on the Cathedral.

Weekly Collection: £5331.0 & €138.61

Cathedral Maintenance & Repairs: £3790 & €179.32

RECENTLY DECEASED
We pray for: Patricia Mooney, Arthur McAnerney, Mary Shannon,
Josepha Jordan and Roseann Trainor. | ﬁ
&
MONTHS MIND &b

We pray this week for: Carol Grimley, Susan Donnelly, Leeanne Grimley
and Jim Maxwell

St Patrick's Cemetery
In light of recent commentary regarding the cemetery, Fr Barry
reiterates his availability to speak with anyone in relation to
concerns or comments regarding Cemetery Sunday.

Eucharistic Adoration takes place each day in St
Malachy's Church from after Mass (8:30am
weekdays) until evening (7pm weekdays - Spm
weekend). Please sign the attendance sheet in the
Church & encourage family & friends to engage
with this special apostolate. Adoration from 7-
10pm each Tuesday & Thursday in the Adoration
Chapel.

Prayer for Vocations O Jesus, send labourers
into your fields, which are awaiting holy apostles,
saintly priests, heroic missionaries and dedicated
sisters and brothers. Enkindle in the hearts of men
and women the spark of a vocation. Grant that
Christian families may desire to give your
Church, helpers in the work of tomorrow. Amen.

Divine Mercy for Peace Our Monday, Wednesday and Friday
afternoon hour of mercy continues in the Cathedral. We dedicate
this hour to prayer for world peace during this difficult moment in
our world where war and violence affect so many. All welcome.

Armagh Parish Week of Hope “Anchored in Christ - Alive in
Hope” will take place from 27th September - 4th October. More
information to follow.

Exam Results We think of all our students receiving their exams
results at this time. May the Holy Spirit guide and direct you as you
make choices about your future.

From Cathedral to City - Pilgrim’s Passport Tour A series of
walking tours will take place this summer beginning at the
Cathedral & taking in various sites across the city. Each guest will
receive an official St. Patrick’s Way Pilgrim Passport & will have
the opportunity to stamp their passport at. Booking: https://armagh-
navancentre.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/shows/873663866

Baptism Baptisms take place each Saturday at Spm in St
Colmcille’s Church, 5:30pm in St Malachy’s Church and on
Sunday after 10am Mass in the Church of the Immaculate
Conception, Tullysaran. Bookings can be made through the Parish
Office on 02837522813. Baptism generally book up one month in
advance, so please contact early to avoid disappointment.

Congratulations A huge congratulations to Armagh Camogie on
becoming All-Ireland Premier Junior Champions last weekend in
Croke Park!

Let’s Talk About Faith meets on Thursday 20th August, at the
Parochial Hall. We begin at 7:15 pm with Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament, followed by tea, conversation, and a relaxed
discussion. Whether you’re exploring faith, meeting new people, or
simply looking for good company, everyone is welcome. We hope
to see you there!

Children’s Book Willie Nugent’s children’s story book “From the
top of gas lane to the top of the world” is now on sale in Macari’s,
Raffles, Curran’s Spar shop, Dessie’s and Trimprint. Priced £5.
Proceeds in aid of “ Little Heroes “ Royal Belfast Hospital for Sick
Children.

Charles Wood Choral Festival 2026

Marking 100 years since the death of renowned Armagh-born
composer Charles Wood, the Charles Wood Festival centenary
returns to Armagh with a programme of exceptional choral music,
concerts, workshops, competitions and special events. The festival
runs from 16th August — 23rd August. It is a cross-community
group, respecting all traditions.

Founded in 1994, the festival has become one of Ireland’s leading
choral celebrations, attracting performers, conductors and music
enthusiasts from across the UK, Ireland and beyond. Whether
you’re a devoted choral music fan or simply looking to experience
the rich musical heritage of Armagh, the Charles Wood festival
offers a memorable week of music, culture and celebration. There
are a host of events happening in Churches across Armagh, with the
following events happening in our Parish:

. Tuesday 18th August — 7:30pm — St Malachy’s Church
“Sung Mass with the Junior Girls Choir, followed by Bach at
Twilight at 8:30pm performed by Richard Gowers.

. Thursday 20th August — 1pm — St Patrick’s Cathedral -
Charles Wood Girls’ Choir Lunchtime Concert

. Sunday 23rd August — 11am — St Patrick’s Cathedral — Sung
Mass with the Senior Charles Wood Singers.

The Festival has always been more than the performance of music
alone. It provides opportunities for learning, collaboration and
discovery, bringing together singers, organists, composers, scholars
and audiences through a shared love of music. This year’s
programme reflects that spirit, combining performances of Charles
Wood music with contributions from distinguished artists, choirs,
young musicians and composers all helping to illuminate different
aspects of his life and influence. Wood’s contribution to British and
Irish musical life was profound. As a composer, his music remains
firmly established within the choral repertoire. As a teacher, his
influence extended through generations of musicians shaping some
of the most important composers of the 20th Century. One hundred
years after his death, his voice continues to be hard, not only
through his own sacred music, but through the traditions he helped
to nurture and strengthen. The continuing success of this Festival is
perhaps one of the strongest demonstrations of that legacy. It is a
reminder that great music endures, continuing to inspire performers
and new audiences with each passing generation.

Prayer to Our Lady of Knock
Feast Day - 17th August

Our Lady of Knock, Queen of Ireland, you gave
hope to your people in a time of distress and
comforted them in sorrow. You have inspired
countless pilgrims to pray with confidence to your
divine Son, remembering His promise,

“Ask and you shall receive, seek and you shall
find”. Help me to remember that we are all
pilgrims on the road to Heaven. Fill me with love
and concern for my brothers and sisters in Christ,
especially those who live with me.
Comfort me when I am sick, lonely or depressed.
Teach me how to take part ever more reverently in
the Holy Mass. Give me a greater love of Jesus in
the Blessed Sacrament. Pray for me now and at
the hour of my death.

Amen




