8t Patrich's Cathedral Porish, Armagh

www.armaghparish.net

Mass Times

St Patrick’s Cathedral
Monday - Saturday: 10am
Sunday Vigil: 6.30pm
Sunday: 11am, 12.30pm & 5.30pm

St Malachy’s Church
Tuesday—Friday: 8am
Mon, Wed & Fri: 7:30pm
Tues & Thurs: Prayer Service - 7:30pm
Sunday: 8am & 9.30am

Church of the Immaculate Conception
Sunday: 10am

St Colmcille’s Church
Saturday: 6pm

Confessions in St Malachy’s Church on
Saturdays @ 12 noon.

St Patrick’s Cathedral: 028 3752 2638
St Malachy’s Church: 028 3751 0516

Sacristans: Roger Duggan, Gary McGuirk

& Jimmy McKee

Parish Contacts
Parochial House: 028 3752 2802
Emergency Phone: 07596 899 031

Fr Barry Matthews, Adm
E: barrynmatthews@gmail.com

Fr David Nugent, CC
E: frdavidnugent@gmail.com

Fr James Adawai, SMMM, CC
E: jfaustin84@gmail.com

Fr Giacomo Taffi, CC
E: taffi94@gmail.com

Fr. Gabriel Neal
E: gabrielneal366(@gmail.com

Deacon Paul Mallon
E: paul.mallon@tudublin.ie

Deacon Eunan McCreesh
E: eunan.mccreesh@gmail.com

Parish Office

Cathedral Gate Lodge, 41a Cathedral Rd.

Tel: 028 3752 2813
Opening Hours: Mon - Fri: 10am-3pm
Caroline Caherty, Finance Manager
armaghparishfinance@gmail.com

Claire Corr, Parish Secretary
armaghparishoffice@gmail.com

Thecla Brolly & Moneena Delaney
Parish Safeguarding Reps
armaghparishsafeguarding@gmail.com

Baptisms & Weddings
To book a baptism or wedding,
please contact the Parish Office.

www.armaghparish.net

SVP Helpline: 07733 482604

Dear Friends,

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord, commemorating the moment
when Jesus ascended to sit at the right hand of the Father in Heaven. This is one of the
great mysteries of our faith, and we celebrate it with confidence in Christ’s promise that
He remains with us “until the end of time.”

Growing up, I remember Ascension Thursday being observed forty days after Easter
Sunday and ten days before Pentecost. We were taught about Jesus ascending from the
Mount of Olives while blessing His disciples, and how the angels assured them that He
would return in the same way He had departed. Today’s feast reminds us of the
enthronement of Jesus as Lord and King.

At times, we can struggle to understand the mysteries of Jesus’ life, perhaps because we
do not spend enough time reflecting on the Gospel accounts themselves. There can be a
temptation to view these events merely as symbolic stories rather than as real events
witnessed by the disciples. Yet the disciples themselves were filled with awe and
wonder. Their testimony remains both credible and deeply relevant, passed down to us as
the witness of those who encountered the risen Christ firsthand. In a world increasingly
shaped by fiction, distraction, and artificial intelligence, it can sometimes be difficult to
distinguish truth from illusion. This week’s Gospel reminds us that the foundations of
our Catholic faith are rooted in the reality of Christ’s life, death, resurrection, and
ascension.

The Gospel of the Ascension should never be understood as a sign that Jesus has gone
far from us or become distant. Rather, it points us toward the enduring presence of God
among His people. We are reminded of the great teaching of St Patrick: that the Holy
Trinity — Father, Son, and Holy Spirit — are one, and that God walks with us each day.
We encounter the Holy Spirit in the ordinary moments of life, and through the
Sacraments we experience the transforming power of the risen Lord, alive and active in
our world today. Through the beauty and wonder of creation, we continue to encounter
the living God. As we prepare for Pentecost, may we reawaken the gifts God has placed
within us and become ever more aware of His presence in our daily lives.

Special thanks to all who supported Fr Gabriel, Fr Paul, and Fr Jacek last weekend as
they were ordained to the priesthood. Thank you to everyone who helped in any way and
to all who attended the First Mass of Thanksgiving on Sunday. Please also keep in your
prayers the candidates for Confirmation who will receive the Sacrament in our parish
next weekend on Pentecost.

With every blessing, Fr Barry Matthews Adm.

Anniversaries & Month’s Mind Masses should be left in the Parish Office no later
than 12noon on the Thursday of the week before the anniversary is due to be
remembered, this includes Saturday Anniversaries. Anniversaries are read out at all
Masses on weekday or one Sunday Mass. Months Minds will be remembered at the
12:30pm Mass on Sunday following the Months Mind. We request that you leave your
anniversary in as early as possible to avoid disappointment.

St Patrick’s Cathedral Gift Shop The Cathedral Gift Shop is open each day from
10.30am — 1.30pm and it stocks a lovely variety of cards and gifts for special occasions,
including traditional Irish crafts and gifts and souvenir booklets on the Cathedral.

St Patrick’s Prayer Guild Mass Bouquets and Mass Cards are available in the
Cathedral Shop and in the Sacristy of St Malachy’s Church after Masses. The 10am
Mass each Saturday in the Cathedral is dedicated to St Patrick’s intercession and the
intentions for these Mass Cards/Bouquets will all be included in this weekly Mass.

Weekly Collection £6760 & €178.50 & $60

Education of Priests Collection £2965 & €20.50

Cathedral Maintenance & Repairs £2695 & €135

RECENTLY DECEASED
We pray for: Sean Corrigan, Martin McElvanna, Jim McAneney & Peadar Grimley,

MONTHS MIND
We pray this week for: Rosemary Murphy, Mary Grimley & Derek Leeman iﬁ z

May they rest in peace

Eucharistic Adoration takes place each day in St
Malachy's Church from after Mass (8:30am
weekdays) until evening (7pm weekdays - Spm
weekend). Please sign the attendance sheet in the
Church & encourage family & friends to engage with
this special apostolate. Adoration from 7-10pm each
Tuesday & Thursday in the Adoration Chapel.

Prayer for Vocations O Jesus, send labourers into
your fields, which are awaiting holy apostles, saintly
priests, heroic missionaries and dedicated sisters and
brothers. Enkindle in the hearts of men and women
the spark of a vocation. Grant that Christian families
may desire to give your Church, helpers in the work
of tomorrow. Amen.

Divine Mercy for Peace Our Monday, Wednesday and Friday
afternoon hour of mercy continues in the Cathedral. We dedicate
this hour to prayer for world peace during this difficult moment in
our world where war and violence affect so many.

Armagh Archdiocesan Pilgrimage to Knock will take place on
Sunday 31st May. On this occasion, the Knights of St Columbanus

will provide transport by coach from Armagh Parish, and it is
hoped that many parishioners will avail of this opportunity to
participate in this special diocesan celebration. The coach will
depart from the Cathedral Gates, Cathedral Road, at 7am. The cost
is £20 & booking is available through the Parish Office.

Armagh Parish Holy Spirit Prayer Group welcome you to join
us at the Synod Hall on Tues evenings from 8-9.30pm to
experience spiritual growth & community. All welcome.

St Patrick’s Cathedral Pilgrimage to Fatima Leaving 8th Oct for
7 nights. £895 per person sharing. Direct flights from Dublin, full
board and full religious programme. For more info and to book
your place, please contact Joe Walsh Tours 0808 1890468.

Armagh Parish Youth (LEAP) continue to gather each week at
8pm in the Parochial Hall. All young adults aged 18-30 are
welcome to join.

On your behalf, the group delivered the clothing & toiletries that
were donated from the parishioners in Armagh to The People's
Kitchen & Belfast Homeless Services on Tuesday of last week.
The group also had an opportunity to visit the 174Trust and hear
some of the stories of those who battle addiction and who are faced
with life without a permanent home. Those who attended were
moved by the stories & people we met. We promised to keep those
in need in our prayers. The volunteers we met send their heartfelt
appreciation for your support.

Armagh Parish Youth Medjugorje Trip The Parish Youth trip to
Medjugorje, for anyone aged 18-35, will take place from 2nd-9th
August 2026. The Medjugorje Youth Festival will be taking place
whilst we are there. The trip will cost £570 per person sharing. For
booking & info please contact Ryan on 07889059979.

The Legion of Mary will lead a Rosary at Our Lady's statue in
Dalton each Monday evening during May at 8.15pm after 7.30pm
Mass . All are invited to join.

Congratulations to the pupils from St Patrick’s Primary School &
St Malachy’s Primary School who made their First Holy
Communion yesterday.

Pioneer Pins Parents of children making their Confirmation who
would like their child to receive a youth pioneer pin and certificate
can contact Stella Mallon—07935167870.

We wish Armagh GAA Senior Men every success and good
wishes as they take on Monaghan this afternoon in Clones for
the Ulster Senior Football Final. Ard Mhacha Abt !

Blessing of the Graves 2026
Tullysaran (Old Graveyard) - Friday 5th June @ 7:30pm
Knockaconey - Saturday 6th June @ 6pm
Tullysaran (New Graveyard) - Sunday 7th June @ 10am
St Patrick’s Cemetery - Sunday 28th June @ 12noon

Mary's Meals Armagh & Servite Priory Benburb Group are
hosting their annual coffee morning on Saturday 30th May in
Benburb Priory from 9.30am-12noon. The proceeds from this
fundraiser will be used to provide school meals for starving
children in the world's poorest countries. Come along to a very
enjoyable morning.

Exam Students We pray during these days for our students who
are currently sitting and studying for exams. Please encourage
young people to drop into any Church for a moment of prayer and
to light a candle.

Thank you Heartfelt and sincere gratitude to people young and old
who supported the Coffee Morning for Duchesne Mission school in
Kenya. To date £3,517 has been raised. Special thanks and
blessings on the Associates of the Society of the Sacred Heart (rscj)
who with their families worked tirelessly to realise this venture and
make it an enjoyable and successful occasion. Kindly keep Sr
Carmel (rscj) in your prayers, she travels to Kenya on 4th July
2026.

Fundraiser On Wednesday 10th June Willie Nugent will cycle
from Armagh to St Patrick’s Chair in Co Tyrone (30miles) to raise
money for UNICEF to help the children in Ukraine and Gaza. You
can donate here: www justgiving.com/page/willie-nugent-2

Anam Cara the organisation that supports bereaved parents, will
hold its monthly Parent Support Evening on Wed 27th May at
7.30pm in Armagh City Hotel. This event is free and open to all
bereaved parents regardless of the age your child died, the
circumstances of their death, or how recent their death was. You do
not need to register in advance. We also offer an online support
group meeting. To find out more call 014045378 or email
info@anamcara.ie.

Prayer before Exams
Loving God, be with me now, as I prepare for my exams.
Thank you for the many talents and gifts you have given me and
for the opportunity of education. Calm my nerves and anxiety,
help me to remember all that I have studied, to express it clearly
and to answer the questions the very best that I can. Holy Spirit,
sit with me in my exams and always. In Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Memorare

Remember, O most gracious Virgin
Mary, that never was it known that
anyone who fled to your

protection, implored your help, or
sought your intercession, was left
unaided. Inspired by this confidence,

I fly unto you, O Virgin of virgins, my
Mother. To you do I come, before you I
stand, sinful and sorrowful.

O Mother of the Word Incarnate,
despise not my petitions,

but in your mercy, hear and answer me.
Amen.




