8t Patrich's Cathedral Porish, Armagh

www.armaghparish.net

Mass Times

St Patrick’s Cathedral
Monday - Saturday: 10am
Sunday Vigil: 6.30pm
Sunday: 11am, 12.30pm & 5.30pm

St Malachy’s Church
Tuesday—Friday: 8am
Mon, Wed & Fri: 7:30pm
Tues & Thurs: Prayer Service - 7:30pm
Sunday: 8am & 9.30am

Church of the Immaculate Conception
Sunday: 10am

St Colmcille’s Church
Saturday: 6pm

Confessions in St Malachy’s Church on
Saturdays @ 12 noon.

St Patrick’s Cathedral: 028 3752 2638
St Malachy’s Church: 028 3751 0516

Sacristans: Roger Duggan, Gary McGuirk

& Jimmy McKee

Parish Contacts
Parochial House: 028 3752 2802
Emergency Phone: 07596 899 031

Fr Barry Matthews, Adm
E: barrynmatthews@gmail.com

Fr David Nugent, CC
E: frdavidnugent@gmail.com

Fr James Adawai, SMMM, CC
E: jfaustin84@gmail.com

Fr Giacomo Taffi, CC
E: taffi94@gmail.com

Deacon Paul Mallon
E: paul.mallon@tudublin.ie

Deacon Eunan McCreesh
E: eunan.mccreesh@gmail.com

Deacon Gabriel Neal
E: gabrielneal366@gmail.com

Parish Office

Cathedral Gate Lodge, 41a Cathedral Rd.

Tel: 028 3752 2813
Opening Hours: Mon - Fri: 10am-3pm
Caroline Caherty, Finance Manager
armaghparishfinance@gmail.com

Claire Corr, Parish Secretary
armaghparishoffice@gmail.com

Thecla Brolly & Moneena Delaney
Parish Safeguarding Reps
armaghparishsafeguarding@gmail.com

Baptisms & Weddings
To book a baptism or wedding,

please contact the Parish Office.
www.armaghparish.net

SVP Helpline: 07733 482604

Dear Friends,

This Sunday is Good Shepherd Sunday, a day when the Church invites us in a special way
to pray for vocations to the priesthood. This year is particularly significant for our parish,
as we celebrate 40 years since the foundation of St Joseph’s Young Priest Society
(Vocations Society of St Joseph). We give thanks for the vital work they do through their
faithful prayers for vocations.

Promoting vocations lies at the heart of the Church’s mission. It is a responsibility shared
by us all as Catholics, as we seek to pass on the faith and ensure that future generations
continue to be nourished by the Sacraments.

In his message for Vocations Sunday, Pope Leo encourages all of us—families, parishes,
religious communities, bishops, priests, deacons, religious brothers and sisters, educators,
and all the faithful—to commit ourselves more fully to creating the conditions in which
the gift of vocation can be welcomed, nurtured, protected, and accompanied, so that it may
bear abundant fruit.

He reminds us that every vocation begins with a personal relationship with God. Whether
we are called to the priesthood, religious life, marriage, or the single life, each vocation
starts with knowing God and being open to His plan. As Pope Leo writes, “every vocation
begins with an awareness of God, who is love, and who has prepared for each person a
unique path of holiness and service.”

In today’s increasingly secular world, many people—especially young adults—can feel
hesitant to express their faith, fearing how others might respond. Yet we are encouraged to
overcome fear and doubt, following the example of St Joseph, who showed complete trust
in God’s plan.

Prayer is at the heart of all vocations. We are blessed in our parish to have the Vocations
Society of St Joseph, whose members pray daily for this intention, and we join in praying
for vocations at every Mass. But each one of us must also actively encourage our young
people to develop a life of prayer.

Pope Leo concludes by addressing those who may be discerning God’s call: he invites
them to deepen their relationship with God through daily prayer and reflection—to pause,
to listen, and to entrust themselves to Him. In doing so, the gift of their vocation will grow,
bringing them true happiness and bearing abundant fruit for the Church. Pope Leo’s
message can be found here - https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/messages/
vocations/documents/202603 1 6-messaggio-vocazioni.html

I encourage you to continue to pray for those due to be ordained in the coming weeks,
Deacons Gabriel who has been with us this year as well as Deacons Paul and Jacek - they
will be ordained in the Cathedral on Saturday May 9th at 3pm - all are welcome to join on
the day. With every blessing, Fr Barry Matthews Adm.

Anniversaries & Month’s Mind Masses should be left in the Parish Office no later than
12noon on the Thursday of the week before the anniversary is due to be remembered, this
includes Saturday Anniversaries. Anniversaries are read out at all Masses on weekday or
one Sunday Mass. Months Minds will be remembered at the 12:30pm Mass on Sunday
following the Months Mind. We request that you leave your anniversary in as early as
possible to avoid disappointment.

St Patrick’s Cathedral Gift Shop The Cathedral Gift Shop is open each day from
10.30am — 1.30pm and it stocks a lovely variety of cards and gifts for special occasions,
including traditional Irish crafts and gifts and souvenir booklets on the Cathedral.

St Patrick’s Prayer Guild Mass Bouquets and Mass Cards are available in the
Cathedral Shop and in the Sacristy of St Malachy’s Church after Masses. The 10am Mass
each Saturday in the Cathedral is dedicated to St Patrick’s intercession and the intentions
for these Mass Cards/Bouquets will all be included in this weekly Mass.

Weekly Collection £6240.00 & €182.80

RECENTLY DECEASED
We pray for: Derek Leeman, Rosemary Murphy, Mary Grimley, Eunice Handley, Dr
Garry O’Reilly, Eduard Bogdanovic, Ann Fox, PF McKenna, Sheila Curry,
James Dougan, Clive Palmer, Siobhan Murphy, Sean Oliver and Mary Duffy.

MONTHS MIND

We pray this week for: Moya Stewart
May they rest in peace

Eucharistic Adoration takes place each day in St
Malachy's Church from after Mass (8:30am weekdays)
until evening (7pm weekdays - Spm weekend). Please
sign the attendance sheet in the Church & encourage
family & friends to engage with this special apostolate.
Adoration from 7-10pm each Tuesday & Thursday in
the Adoration Chapel.

Praver for Vocations O Jesus, send labourers into
your fields, which are awaiting holy apostles, saintly
priests, heroic missionaries and dedicated sisters and
brothers. Enkindle in the hearts of men and women
the spark of a vocation. Grant that Christian families
may desire to give your Church, helpers in the work
of tomorrow. Amen.

Next Friday is May 1st, Feast of St Joseph and the First Friday of
May. We will have our monthly Holy Hour after the 7:30pm Mass
and the 9am First Saturday Mass in St Malachy's on Saturday. All
are welcome

Mass Fr Alex who is completing his induction in the archdiocese
with us presently has recently suffered the death of his father
William RIP. Fr Alex will celebrate the 10am Mass on Wednesday
for the happy repose of his father's soul. We continue to unite our
prayers with him on his sad loss.

Divine Mercy for Peace Our Monday, Wednesday and Friday
afternoon hour of mercy continues in the Cathedral. We dedicate
this hour to prayer for world peace during this difficult moment in
our world where war and violence affect so many.

Armagh Archdiocesan Pilgrimage to Knock will take place on
Sunday 31st May 2026. On this occasion, the Knights of St

Columbanus will provide transport by coach from Armagh Parish,
and it is hoped that many parishioners will avail of this opportunity
to participate in  this  special diocesan  celebration.
The coach will depart from the Cathedral Gates, Cathedral Road, at
7.00 a.m. Places are limited. The cost is £20 per seat, and booking
is available through the Parish Office.

Knights of St Columbanus Annual Church Door Collection will
be taken up at all Masses in the parish on the weekend of Sat 2nd &
Sun 3rd May.

Armagh Parish Holy Spirit Prayer Group welcome you to join
us at the Synod Hall on Tues evenings from 8-9.30pm to experience
spiritual growth & community. 28th April - Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament. As a follow up to our Life in the Spirit
Seminars, join us for ‘Growth in the Spirit’ in May. More
information to follow.

St Patrick’s Cathedral Pilgrimage to Fatima [eaving 8th Oct for
7 nights. £895 per person sharing. Direct flights from Dublin, full
board and full religious programme. For more info and to book your
place, please contact Joe Walsh Tours 0808 1890468.

Blessing of the Graves 2026
Tullysaran (Old Graveyard) - Friday 5th June @ 7:30pm

Knockaconey - Saturday 6th June @ 6pm
Tullysaran (New Graveyard) - Sunday 7th June @ 10am
St Patrick’s Cemetery - Sunday 28th June @ 12noon

Armagh Parish Youth Medjugorje Trip The Parish Youth trip to
Medjugorje, for anyone aged 18-35, will take place from 2nd-9th
August 2026. The Medjugorje Youth Festival will be taking place
whilst we are there. The trip will cost £570 per person sharing. For
booking & info please contact Ryan on 07889059979.

Pilgrimage to Medjugorje 7th —14th May 2026. £590 per person
sharing. For info & booking contact Kevin: 07732220632

Armagh Parish Youth (LEAP) are launching another clothing
appeal in aid of the People’s Kitchen Belfast. They will travel down
to deliver the items to the homeless in Belfast again in the coming
weeks. Items they are collecting include New or pre loved Sleeping
bags, coats and hats as well as new underwear and socks. Donations
can be delivered to the Parochial Hall between Tuesday from 4pm-
6pm. Thank you again for your generosity.

Schools Singing Programme The next liturgy for the Schools
Singing Programme with P5 pupils takes place on Monday 27th
April at 11:30am in St Patrick’s Cathedral. All are welcome to join
to hear the beautiful music & song.

Congratulations to the children from Christian Brother’s PS, Our
Lady’s PS, Tullysaran and Mt St Catherine’s PS who made their
First Holy Communion this weekend.

Monthly Rosary We gather on the first Saturday of each month at
the grotto at St. Malachy’s Church to pray a rosary for peace in the
world and for the protection of life from conception to natural
death. Our next gathering is on Saturday 2nd May at 3pm. All
welcome.

St Patrick’s Cathedral Rosary Group wish to thank all those who
unite with them in prayer each morning. All are welcome to join in
prayer Monday-Saturday at 9:30am, before the 10am Mass. If you
cannot join us in person, please join us via the Cathedral Webcam.

Anam Cara the organisation that supports bereaved parents, will
hold its monthly Parent Support Evening on Wednesday 29th April
2026 at 7.30pm in the Armagh City Hotel. This event is free and
open to all bereaved parents regardless of the age your child died,
the circumstances of their death, or how recent their death was. You
do not need to register in advance. We also offer an online support
group meeting. To find out more call 01 4045378 or email
info@anamcara.ie

Weekly Envelopes Many weekly envelopes remain uncollected.
We thank all those who distribute the envelopes and those who
contribute in this way. Donating your weekly contribution by
envelope or Standing Order allows the parish to claim Gift Aid
from the Government, last year we claimed over £65k to assist in
the running of the parish - this is a major assistance to us. Please
consider using an envelope or Standing Order for your
contribution.

Coffee Morning in aid of Duchesne Mission School, Kenya will
take place on Saturday 9th May at 10:30am in Mount St Catherine’s
PS. Tickets £5. All welcome.

Prayer to Mary, the Mother of God
Gentle Mary, we pray for hearts of
courage that we may always accept
the will of God.

Attentive Mary, we pray for hearts of
wisdom

that we may always hear the word of
God and respond to it in our lives.
Loving Mary, we pray for hearts of
love that we may always act in a spirit
of charity and service.

Mother Mary, we pray for hearts to be
true disciples that we may always be
led to live in God’s ways.

Amen.




