8t Patrich's Cathedral Porish, Armagh

www.armaghparish.net

Mass Times

St Patrick’s Cathedral
Monday - Saturday: 10am
Sunday Vigil: 6.30pm
Sunday: 11am, 12.30pm & 5.30pm

St Malachy’s Church
Monday - Friday: 7am
Mon, Wed & Fri: 7:30pm
Tues & Thurs: Prayer Service - 7:30pm
Sunday: 8am & 9.30am

Church of the Immaculate Conception
Sunday: 10am

St Colmcille’s Church
Saturday: 6pm

Confessions in St Malachy’s Church on
Saturdays @ 12 noon.

St Patrick’s Cathedral: 028 3752 2638
St Malachy’s Church: 028 3751 0516

Sacristans: Roger Duggan, Gary McGuirk

& Jimmy McKee

Parish Contacts
Parochial House: 028 3752 2802
Emergency Phone: 07596 899 031

Fr Barry Matthews, Adm
E: barrynmatthews@gmail.com

Fr David Nugent, CC
E: frdavidnugent@gmail.com

Fr James Adawai, SMMM, CC
E: jfaustin84@gmail.com

Fr Giacomo Taffi, CC
E: taffi94@gmail.com

Deacon Paul Mallon
E: paul.mallon@tudublin.ie

Deacon Eunan McCreesh
E: eunan.mccreesh@gmail.com

Deacon Gabriel Neal
E: gabrielneal366@gmail.com

Parish Office

Cathedral Gate Lodge, 41a Cathedral Rd.

Tel: 028 3752 2813
Opening Hours: Mon - Fri: 10am-3pm
Caroline Caherty, Finance Manager
armaghparishfinance@gmail.com

Claire Corr, Parish Secretary
armaghparishoffice@gmail.com

Thecla Brolly & Moneena Delaney
Parish Safeguarding Reps
armaghparishsafeguarding@gmail.com

Baptisms & Weddings
To book a baptism or wedding,

please contact the Parish Office.
www.armaghparish.net

SVP Helpline: 07733 482604

Dear Friends,

This week’s Gospel reminds us of the importance of being present. In the Gospel, Jesus
visits the home of Martha and Mary, bringing comfort, healing, and new life to them and
to their brother Lazarus.

In this encounter, Jesus gives a powerful instruction: “Unbind him, and let him go free.”
Today, we are invited to reflect on the things in our own lives that bind us—those habits,
temptations, and patterns of sin that prevent us from living in true freedom. We ask God
for the courage to let go of whatever holds us back, so that we may turn outward,
recognising the light of Christ alive in our midst.

This past week, we experienced wonderful celebrations of St Patrick, crowned especially
by our Broadcast Mass, which was viewed by people all over the world. It was deeply
encouraging to see so many present in the Cathedral—my only fear beforehand was that it
might be empty! The presence of so many brought renewed hope to those watching from
afar. In particular, the involvement of so many young people—our LEAP group
representatives, 1st Armagh Scouts, Jubilus Choir, altar servers, sports groups, and many
others—offers real encouragement and inspiration to others of their generation to get
involved.

The presence of each one of us truly makes a difference in the lives of others. As a faith
community, we are called to make a conscious effort to be present. As we approach Holy
Week and Easter, I encourage you to invite someone—especially a young person or
young adult—to join us for the ceremonies in our parish, and to experience the beauty and
depth of the liturgy.

Recently, the Irish Bishops published a report, The Turning Tide, which highlighted that
41% of Catholics in the North attend Mass weekly, with a notable growth in interest
among young adults aged 16-29. This is a sign of hope—one that calls us to respond with
openness and encouragement.

This weekend, we also welcome delegates from the Archdiocesan Congress on Youth,
Family & Faith. This gathering offers a valuable opportunity to begin meaningful
conversations in our homes and parishes about faith, especially with our young people
and families. Our role is to “pray continually and never lose heart” (Luke 18:1), and to
gently encourage those we love to rediscover and fully embrace the gift of faith handed
down through generations.

At World Youth Day some years ago, a Cardinal was asked what advice he would give
about returning to Mass and Confession. His answer was simple—borrowing from a well-
known Nike slogan: “Just do it.” Wise and practical advice for us all. Don’t overthink it,
don’t delay—just take that step.

With every blessing, Fr Barry Matthews Adm.

Anniversaries & Month’s Mind Masses should be left in the Parish Office no later than
12noon on the Thursday of the week before the anniversary is due to be remembered, this
includes Saturday Anniversaries. Anniversaries are read out at all Masses on weekday or
one Sunday Mass. Months Minds will be remembered at the 12:30pm Mass on Sunday
following the Months Mind. We request that you leave your anniversary in as early as
possible to avoid disappointment.

St Patrick’s Cathedral Gift Shop The Cathedral Gift Shop is open each day from
10.30am — 1.30pm and it stocks a lovely variety of cards and gifts for special occasions,
including traditional Irish crafts and gifts and souvenir booklets on the Cathedral.

St Patrick’s Prayer Guild Mass Bouquets and Mass Cards are available in the
Cathedral Shop and in the Sacristy of St Malachy’s Church after Masses. The 10am Mass
each Saturday in the Cathedral is dedicated to St Patrick’s intercession and the intentions
for these Mass Cards/Bouquets will all be included in this weekly Mass.

Weekly Collection £5526 & €162.24

RECENTLY DECEASED
We pray for: Martin Dougan, Maura Campbell, James Grimes, Jim McDonald, Dermot
Morris, Seamus Toner, Fr Jim Conlon, Dolores Fletcher and Fidelma McGinn

MONTHS MIND

We pray this week for: Rosena Campbell, Terence Toal, Angela Thompson,
Dennis Lappin and Martina Ward-Elliott. Z
{;

May they rest in peace

Parish Envelopes 2026/2027 The new year envelopes begin on
Sunday 5th April. Envelopes are now available for collection from
the Parish Office by distributors.

Eucharistic Adoration takes place each day in St
Malachy's Church from after Mass (8:30am
weekdays) until evening (7pm weekdays - Spm
weekend). Please sign the attendance sheet in the
Church & encourage family & friends to engage
with this special apostolate. Adoration from 7-10pm
each Tuesday in the Adoration Chapel.

Prayer After the School Run We will begin a special Hour of
Prayer after the School Run on Tuesday mornings during Lent from
9am to 10am in St Malachy’s Church. All are welcome to join this
led hour of prayer. We especially welcome parents who are out on
the School Run. Please spread the word

Divine Mercy for Peace Our Monday, Wednesday and Friday
afternoon hour of mercy continues in the Cathedral. We dedicate
this hour to prayer for world peace during this difficult moment in
our world where war and violence affect so many.

Armagh Parish Holy Spirit Prayer Group Life in the Spirit
Seminars in the Synod Hall of St Patrick’s Cathedral at 7:30pm-
9pm on Tuesday 24th March. “Transformation in Christ” with
Deacon Pat Butterly. All welcome.

LEAP Young Adult Group would like to thank all who supported
their Coffee Day in the Parochial Hall on St Patrick's Day. Thanks
to those who provided baked goods and to all who dropped in for a
catch up & a cuppa. There were many stories told of times passed in
the hall and indeed it was truly a day where memories were made.
The total raised was £1226.71 & €35 which will go towards funding
our young adult trip to Medjugorje in August & Knock in July.

Candles In line with our ongoing review of parish waste and in an
attempt to reflect the spirit of Laudato Si (Pope Francis' RIP
encyclical letter on care for the planet) we will introduce new
candles into the Cathedral & St Malachy's this coming week. We
already use these candles in Tullysaran and Knockaconey Churches.
The candles will have no plastic waste & are designed as a safe,
smoke free & plastic free alternative to our current candles. Thank
you for your continued support of our parish through the lighting of
candles.

Palm Sunday Next Sunday is Palm Sunday. Please encourage your
family members and friends to join us as we begin Holy Week.
Palms will be blessed at all Masses next weekend - Trocaire Boxes
can be returned to the Parish from next Sunday onwards.

Parish Food Collection for Easter We will again work closely
with St Vincent De Paul, The Missionaries of Charity and our
outreach partners to provide food for the needy at Easter. We will
accept non-perishable food donations and toiletries to any of the
Sacristies up to Good Friday or to the Parochial Hall on Tuesdays
this week & next (2pm to Spm).

St Patrick’s Cathedral Pilgrimage to Fatima Leaving 8th Oct for
7 nights. £895 per person sharing. Direct flights from Dublin, full
board and full religious programme. For more info and to book your
place, please contact Joe Walsh Tours 0808 1890468.

Archdiocese of Armagh Congress on Youth, Family & Faith is
taking place this weekend in Armagh City Hotel. This is an
important opportunity for us as a community to consider how we
can encourage greater participation by our young adults and
families. Please keep the congress in your prayers. Evening prayer
will be celebrated in St Malachy’s Church tomorrow at 3:45pm to
conclude our congress.

Lenten Lectio Divina There will be Lectio Divina on the Lenten
Sunday Gospels after 10am Mass on 26th March in the Parochial
Hall. All welcome to attend.

LEAP Young Adult Group will meet each Tuesday in Lent at
8pm in the Parochial Hall. All young adults 18-35 welcome.

Armagh City & District L.ourdes Committee are having a coffee
morning on Sun 29th March in Sherry's Field after Mass. All

welcome.

Anam Cara the organisation that supports bereaved parents, will
hold its monthly Parent Support Evening on Wed 25th March at
7.30pm in the Armagh City Hotel. This event is free and open to all
bereaved parents regardless of the age your child died, the
circumstances of their death, or how recent their death was. To find
out more call 01 4045378 or email info@anamcara.ie

Westenders Social Dance on Wed 1st April in Sherry’s Field. £5
per person. Music by Wee Tom. Begins at 2pm. All welcome.

Holy Week in Armagh Parish

Masses for Holy Week
St Malachy’s Church - Mon to Wed @ 7am
St Malachy’s Church - Monday 7:30pm Novena Mass
Tullysaran - Monday 7:30pm Novena Mass
St Patrick’s Cathedral - Mon to Wed @ 10am
Monday 10am Mass will be followed by Stations of the Cross led
by CBS

Penitential Service Tuesday March 31st - St Malachy’s Church
6:00pm to 7:30pm - All welcome. Followed by Prayer Service.

Chrism Mass The Chrism Mass will be celebrated on Wed 1st
April at 7pm in St Patrick’s Cathedral. All are welcome. This Mass
which the Archbishop celebrates with the priests of the Archdiocese
in the presence of the people & at which he blesses the Holy Oils,
manifests the communion of the priests & people with their bishop.

Easter Triduum Celebration
Holy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper
7.30pm St Patrick’s Cathedral
7.30pm Tullysaran and Knockaconey.
Altars of Repose close at 10pm with Night Prayer

Good Friday

. The Lord’s Passion - 3pm St Patrick’s Cathedral St
Malachy’s & Tullysaran & 7.30pm Knockaconey

. Stations of the Cross - 7.30pm St Malachy’s & Tullysaran

. Prayer around the Cross - 9pm St Malachy’s

Holy Saturday

St Patrick’s Cathedral: 10am Morning Prayer
1pm Blessing of Easter Food
9pm Easter Vigil
Knockaconey 6:00pm Easter Vigil
Easter Sunday
St Malachy’s 8am & 9.30am
St Patrick’s Cathedral 1lam
&12.30pm
Tullysaran 10am
Knockaconey 10am

Confessions During Holy Week
Holy Thursday, St Malachy’s 12noon




