8t Patrich's Cathedral Porish, Armagh

www.armaghparish.net

Mass Times

St Patrick’s Cathedral
Monday - Saturday: 10am
Sunday Vigil: 6.30pm
Sunday: 11am, 12.30pm & 5.30pm

St Malachy’s Church
Monday - Friday: 7am
Mon, Wed & Fri: 7:30pm
Tues & Thurs: Prayer Service - 7:30pm
Sunday: 8am & 9.30am

Church of the Immaculate Conception
Sunday: 10am

St Colmcille’s Church
Saturday: 6pm

Confessions in St Malachy’s Church on
Saturdays @ 12 noon.

St Patrick’s Cathedral: 028 3752 2638
St Malachy’s Church: 028 3751 0516

Sacristans: Roger Duggan, Gary McGuirk

& Jimmy McKee

Parish Contacts
Parochial House: 028 3752 2802
Emergency Phone: 07596 899 031

Fr Barry Matthews, Adm
E: barrynmatthews@gmail.com

Fr David Nugent, CC
E: frdavidnugent@gmail.com

Fr James Adawai, SMMM, CC
E: jfaustin84@gmail.com

Fr Giacomo Taffi, CC
E: taffi94@gmail.com

Deacon Paul Mallon
E: paul.mallon@tudublin.ie

Deacon Eunan McCreesh
E: eunan.mccreesh@gmail.com

Deacon Gabriel Neal
E: gabrielneal366@gmail.com

Parish Office

Cathedral Gate Lodge, 41a Cathedral Rd.

Tel: 028 3752 2813
Opening Hours: Mon - Fri: 10am-3pm
Caroline Caherty, Finance Manager
armaghparishfinance@gmail.com

Claire Corr, Parish Secretary
armaghparishoffice@gmail.com

Thecla Brolly & Moneena Delaney
Parish Safeguarding Reps
armaghparishsafeguarding@gmail.com

Baptisms & Weddings
To book a baptism or wedding,

please contact the Parish Office.
www.armaghparish.net

SVP Helpline: 07733 482604

Dear Friends,

This week we began the holy season of Lent. Unlike Jesus, who was led alone into the
wilderness, we were blessed to gather in great numbers at our Ash Wednesday Masses.
Each person came seeking to use this sacred time to grow in relationship with God and to
deepen our understanding of the crosses we carry.

Lent is a season of growth through sacrifice — a time to renew our commitment to
recognising God more clearly in the ordinary moments of daily life. In today’s Gospel,
we are reminded that Jesus Himself was tempted by the devil, yet He was strengthened
and consoled by the presence of the holy angels who remained near Him.

We too experience temptation — and often even more intensely when we commit
ourselves to Lenten sacrifices. This is precisely why we need one another. As a family of
faith, united in Jesus’ name, we are stronger together. Scripture assures us: “If God is for
us, who can be against us?” (Romans 8:31).

Lent is a blessed time — though not an easy one. Through our Lenten observances, we
are renewed and filled with deeper purpose. When we overcome temptation, we share in
God’s joy. And when we falter, we are not defeated. We remember Jesus, who fell three
times under the weight of His cross, yet rose each time and continued forward,
strengthened by grace and focused on the glory that lay ahead. His perseverance becomes
our model and our hope.

On behalf of the Parish Team, I encourage you in your Lenten journey. As we walk
together toward Easter, may we continue to support and strengthen one another in prayer.
In a special way this Lent, I pray that our young adults and families may renew their
relationship with God, supported and uplifted by the faith community around them.

May this holy season draw us ever closer to Christ and to one another.

With every blessing, Fr Barry Matthews Adm.

Anniversaries & Month’s Mind Masses should be left in the Parish Office no later than
12noon on the Thursday of the week before the anniversary is due to be remembered, this
includes Saturday Anniversaries. Anniversaries are read out at all Masses on weekday or
one Sunday Mass. Months Minds will be remembered at the 12:30pm Mass on Sunday
following the Months Mind. We request that you leave your anniversary in as early as
possible to avoid disappointment.

St Patrick’s Cathedral Gift Shop The Cathedral Gift Shop is open each day from
10.30am — 1.30pm and it stocks a lovely variety of cards and gifts for special occasions,
including traditional Irish crafts and gifts and souvenir booklets on the Cathedral.

St Patrick’s Prayer Guild Mass Bouquets and Mass Cards are available in the
Cathedral Shop and in the Sacristy of St Malachy’s Church after Masses. The 10am Mass
each Saturday in the Cathedral is dedicated to St Patrick’s intercession and the intentions
for these Mass Cards/Bouquets will all be included in this weekly Mass.

Visitation Anyone wishing to receive a visit from a Priest or have a house blessing are
invited to leave their contact details in the Parish Office. Anyone who is aware of a
family member, friend or neighbour who is housebound are invited to let the Parish
Office know to ensure those most in need are attended to. Family Members are reminded
to ensure that their loved ones in Hospital are seen by the Hospital Chaplain on duty and
that they receive the Sacrament of the Sick.

Weekly Collection
£5170 & €95

Cathedral Maintenance & Repairs
£4040 & €55

RECENTLY DECEASED
We pray for: Kevin Shields, Jim Cullen, Stephen Rooney, Peter O’Kane, Willie Dougan,
Dympna McCreesh, Nicola Brady and Deirdre Toner.

MONTHS MIND

We pray this week for: Angela Golding, Sinead Convery, Mary Duffy,
James Toal, Eamon Rafferty and Josephine McAleavey.
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May they rest in peace

Eucharistic Adoration takes place each day in St
Malachy's Church from after Mass (8:30am
weekdays) until evening (7pm weekdays - Spm
weekend). Please sign the attendance sheet in the
Church & encourage family & friends to engage with
this special apostolate. Adoration from 7-10pm each
Tuesday in the Adoration Chapel.

Prayer for Vocations O Jesus, send labourers into
your fields, which are awaiting holy apostles,
saintly priests, heroic missionaries and dedicated
sisters and brothers. Enkindle in the hearts of men
and women the spark of a vocation. Grant that
Christian families may desire to give your Church,
helpers in the work of tomorrow. Amen.

Residental Vocational Discernment Weekend The Vocations
Directors of the North of Ireland have arranged for a Residential
Vocational Discernment Weekend in Drumalis Retreat Centre,
Larne from 6th-8th March. Anyone interested in attending are asked
to contact the Archdiocese of Armagh Vocations Director - Fr
Barry Matthews on armaghpriest@gmail.com to book a free
place. We encourage parishioners to pray for Vocations to the
Priesthood and Religious Life and to encourage young adults to
discern God's plan for their lives.

Monsignor Raymond Murray RIP The first anniversary Mass for
Monsignor Murray will take place on Wednesday 25th February at
7pm in St Patrick's Cathedral. Mass will be followed by
refreshments in the O'Fiaich Library. All are welcome

Baptised and Sent in Lent Our Tuesday & Thursday Liturgy team
are preparing a lovely programme of prayer & reflection which will
take place each Tuesday during Lent at 7:30pm in St Malachy's
Church. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & sacred music will
orientate our hearts on the Lord. All are welcome and invited to join
these special evenings.

Armagh Parish Holy Spirit Prayer Group Life in the Spirit
Seminars will take place in the Synod Hall of St Patrick’s
Cathedral at 7:30pm-9pm on Tuesday evenings from 10th February
- 24th March. Week 3 — “The New Life” with Louise Magennis. All
welcome.

St Patrick’s Cathedral Pilgrimage to Fatima Leaving 8th Oct for
7 nights. £895 per person sharing. Direct flights from Dublin, full

board and full religious programme. For more info and to book your
place, please contact Joe Walsh Tours 0808 1890468.

Songs of Peace
Join St Patrick’s Cathedral Choir and Jubilus Choir, accompanied

by the Cathedral Sinfonia, for the opening concert of the 2026
Home of St Patrick Festival on Sunday 8 March at 7pm in St
Patrick’s Cathedral. Experience an inspiring evening of choral
music featuring extracts from ‘The Armed Man: A Mass for Peace,’
by Karl Jenkins, alongside other works drawn from the rich Celtic
tradition. Set within the breathtaking surroundings .
of St Patrick’s Cathedral, this special concert i
promises to be a memorable start to the festival. FH

Book now and join us for an unforgettable
evening of music. Tickets cost £10 and can be
purchased by scanning the QR Code. Please do
come along and support this special evening.

Weekly Parish Envelopes We are currently ordering next year's
envelopes and take this opportunity to encourage anyone who
supports the Parish financially to please consider using an envelope
or a Standing Order. Using either of these methods enables us to
claim 'Gift Aid' a government scheme which allows us to claim 25p
extra for every £1 donate. Please see the website https://

www.armaghparish.net/parish-envelopes/ for more information.
Special thanks to all who support the Parish financially in any way -
your contributions assist us to make a difference in the community
and working together we can do much more.

Archdiocese of Armagh Congress on Youth, Family & Faith
will take place in Armagh City Hotel 20th-22nd March. This is an
important opportunity for us as a faith community to consider how
we can encourage greater participation by our young adults and
families. Please keep the congress in your prayers during these
weeks of preparation. Here in our Parish we will include a special
prayer each Monday evening at the Novena in honour of Our Lady
of the Miraculous Medal to pray for the success of the congress.

Lenten Lectio Divina There will be Lectio Divina on the Lenten
Sunday Gospels after 10am Mass on Thurs 26th Feb, 5th March,
12th March, 19th March and 26th March in the Parochial Hall. All
welcome to attend any or all of the gatherings.

Pilgrimage to Medjugorje 7th —14th May 2026. £590 per person
sharing. For info & booking contact Kevin: 07732220632

St Patrick's Cathedral Choir have recently launched their new
CD which is available in the Cathedral Shop. A special gift for
yourself or someone who might enjoy listening to the sacred sounds
of the Cathedral from the comfort of their homes.

Holy Communion to the Sick & Housebound We are aware that
many people who are sick/housebound wish to receive Holy
Communion regularly. We encourage family members who are
regular Mass attendees to purchase a pyx in the Cathedral Shop and
to speak with any of the Priests/Deacons about bringing Holy
Communion to their loved one weekly. Priests and Deacons visit
the sick monthly. If you wish to add a name to our list please
contact the Parish Office.

Vocations Society of St. Joseph The Armagh Diocesan Branches
of the Vocations Society of St. Joseph are having a Lenten
Afternoon of Prayer on Sunday, 1 March in St. Patrick's Cathedral,
Armagh, commencing at 3pm & concluding with Holy Mass at
5.30pm. All are welcome.

LEAP Young Adult Group will meet each Tuesday in Lent at
8pm in the Parochial Hall. All young adults 18-35 welcome.

Lenten Reflection
Give up complaining — focus on gratitude
Give up pessimism — become an optimist
Give up harsh judgments — think kindly thoughts
Give up worry — trust Divine Providence
Give up discouragement — be full of hope
Give up bitterness — turn to forgiveness
Give up hatred — return good for evil
Give up negativism — be positive
Give up anger — be more patient
Give up pettiness — become mature
Give up gloom — enjoy the beauty that is all around you
Give up jealousy — pray for trust
Give up gossiping — control your tongue
Give up sin — turn to virtue
Give up giving up — hang in there!
R\ on® A~°"/
Ie) L))
v »

f .

As | HAVE LoVvED you




