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Mass Times

St Patrick’s Cathedral
Monday - Saturday: 10am
Sunday Vigil: 6.30pm
Sunday: 11am, 12.30pm & 5.30pm

St Malachy’s Church
Tuesday - Friday: 8am
Mon, Wed & Fri: 7:30pm
Tues & Thurs: Prayer Service - 7:30pm
Sunday: 8am & 9.30am

Church of the Immaculate Conception
Sunday: 10am

St Colmcille’s Church
Saturday: 6pm

Confessions in St Malachy’s Church on
Saturdays @ 12 noon.

St Patrick’s Cathedral: 028 3752 2638
St Malachy’s Church: 028 3751 0516

Sacristans: Roger Duggan, Gary McGuirk

& Jimmy McKee

Parish Contacts
Parochial House: 028 3752 2802
Emergency Phone: 07596 899 031

Fr Barry Matthews, Adm
E: barrynmatthews@gmail.com

Fr David Nugent, CC
E: frdavidnugent@gmail.com

Fr James Adawai, SMMM, CC
E: jfaustin84@gmail.com

Fr Giacomo Taffi, CC
E: taffi94@gmail.com

Deacon Paul Mallon
E: paul.mallon@tudublin.ie

Deacon Eunan McCreesh
E: eunan.mccreesh@gmail.com

Deacon Gabriel Neal
E: gabrielneal366@gmail.com

Parish Office
Cathedral Gate Lodge, 41a Cathedral Rd.
Tel: 028 3752 2813
Opening Hours: Mon - Fri: 10am-3pm
Caroline Caherty, Finance Manager
armaghparishfinance@gmail.com

Claire Corr, Parish Secretary
armaghparishoffice@gmail.com

Thecla Brolly & Moneena Delaney
Parish Safeguarding Reps
armaghparishsafeguarding@gmail.com

Baptisms & Weddings
To book a baptism or wedding,

please contact the Parish Office.
www.armaghparish.net

SVP Helpline: 07733 482604

Dear Friends,

This Sunday—Gaudete Sunday—is a moment when we are invited to rediscover the joy of
the season. Today we are called to rejoice in the Lord, to look back to that first Christmas,
and to recognise that each time we receive the Eucharist we celebrate a new Christmas: a
renewed encounter where Heaven and Earth meet. Advent is a solemn season, a time to
reflect on how we can prepare our hearts and our homes to welcome Jesus anew. Yet this
weekend we prepare with joyful hearts, knowing that after the waiting comes the moment
of celebration—the hope of humanity—the presence of Jesus among us.

This week I spent some time in the shops, and I have to be honest: it was hard to find the
joy of the season amid the madness of the high street, the online shopping, the queues, and
the traffic. Stress was far more common than cheer, and the general mood felt closer to
preparing for a crisis than celebrating the birth of the Saviour.

That is why today we warmly invite you to join us for our annual Carol Service at 5pm in
the Cathedral—a special moment when the Cathedral Choir and the Jubilus Children’s
Choir will come together in song. It is an opportunity to step away from the noise and into
a place of peace, reflection, and the true meaning of the season. On Thursday evening we
invite you once again to prepare your hearts and souls through the Sacrament of
Reconciliation from 6-8pm. Our reflections in Tullysaran continue on Thursday evening,
and our Lectio Divina gathering meets on Thursday morning.

If I were to name the joy of the season this week, it would be found in the work of our
LEAP Young Adult Group. On Tuesday they will travel to Belfast to work with the
homeless and distribute your donations—a beautiful witness of solidarity with those most
in need. That same spirit has been powerfully visible in your extraordinary generosity to
our food collection. Hundreds of food parcels are being distributed locally thanks to you,
and the parish has also provided vouchers to schools and to the Missionaries of Charity to
support families in need.

In your acts of kindness and generosity, we truly see the joy of the season. Let us give the
gifts of faith and hope this Christmas—agifts that are priceless.
With every blessing, Fr Barry Matthews Adm.

Anniversaries & Month’s Mind Masses should be left in the Parish Office no later than
12noon on the Thursday of the week before the anniversary is due to be remembered, this
includes Saturday Anniversaries. Anniversaries are read out at all Masses on weekday or
one Sunday Mass. Months Minds will be remembered at the 12:30pm Mass on Sunday
following the Months Mind. We request that you leave your anniversary in as early as
possible to avoid disappointment.

St Patrick’s Cathedral Gift Shop The Cathedral Gift Shop is open each day from
10.30am — 1.30pm and it stocks a lovely variety of cards and gifts for special occasions,
including traditional Irish crafts and gifts and souvenir booklets on the Cathedral. A large
selection of Christmas gift items and cards are available in the Shop. Please consider
giving a faith gift this year.

St Patrick’s Prayer Guild Mass Bouquets and Mass Cards are available in the
Cathedral Shop and in the Sacristy of St Malachy’s Church after Masses. The 10am Mass
each Saturday in the Cathedral is dedicated to St Patrick’s intercession and the intentions
for these Mass Cards/Bouquets will all be included in this weekly Mass. The shop will
be open after 11am Mass each Sunday of Advent.

Visitation Anyone wishing to receive a visit from a Priest or have a house blessing are
invited to leave their contact details in the Parish Office. Anyone who is aware of a
family member, friend or neighbour who is housebound are invited to let the Parish
Office know to ensure those most in need are attended to. Family Members are reminded
to ensure that their loved ones in Hospital are seen by the Hospital Chaplain on duty and
that they receive the Sacrament of the Sick.

Archdiocese of Armagh, Congress on Youth, Family & Faith 2026 More information
on www.armaghprays.com. Please keep the congress in your prayers and encourage
others to have their say.

Weekly Collection £5906 & €99.11

RECENTLY DECEASED

We pray for: Maritta Quinn, Tony Donnelly, Mary O’Connor, Frank Somers,
Fionnuala Watters, Briege Daly, Mary Claire Daly, Pat Daly and Brian Tennyson.
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MONTHS MIND
We pray for: Joe Kelly (19th)
May they rest in peace

Eucharistic Adoration takes place each day in St Malachy's
Church beginning after morning Mass (8:30am weekdays) until
evening (7pm weekdays - Spm weekend). Please sign the
attendance sheet in the Church. Adoration from 7-10pm each
Thursday in the Adoration Chapel to pray for priesthood &
vocations.

Parish Young Adult Group (LEAP) Thank you to everyone who
donated to our clothing appeal. The young adult group will be
travelling to Belfast this week to pass on your donations. The next
gathering of LEAP will take place on 6th January at 8pm in the
Parochial Hall.

Lectio Divina continues after the 10am Mass each Thurs until 18th
December in the Parochial Hall. All welcome to join.

"Behold, the virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and
shall call him Emmanuel - God with us!" In preparation for
Christmas, all are welcome to join for an Evening of Prayer &
Contemplation in the Church of the Immaculate Conception,
Tullysaran at 7:30pm on Thurs 18th Dec.

Armagh Parish Holy Spirit Prayer Group welcome you to join
us at the Synod Hall on Tues evenings from 8-9.30pm to experience
spiritual growth & community. Rosary at 7.45pm. All welcome.

Confessions for Christmas Armagh Parish Penitential Service for
Christmas will take place on Thurs 18th Dec from 6pm-8pm in St.
Malachy’s Church with exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and
Prayers. Confessions also on Saturday 20th December in St
Malachy’s Church at 12noon-3pm. Please note there will be no first
Thursday confessions on 1st January.

for £20. 1st Prize: £5000. Tickets are available
from the Parish Office, Parish Shop, before &
after Masses or by scanning the QR code.
Tickets will be drawn at our Parish Social
Morning in the Synod Hall on Saturday 20th El r
December after 10am Mass.

Aifreann Gaeilge Léifear Aifreann Gaeilge amach anseo ar an triti
Satharn de gach mi in Eaglais Naomh Maolmhaodhdg, Ard
Mhacha, ar 4.00 i.n. D¢ Sathairn 200 Mi na Nollag a bhéas an
chéad Aifreann Gaeilge eile. Failte roimnh chach! Scaipigi an scéal!

Irish Mass The next Irish Mass will be celebrated in St Malachy's
Church, Armagh, on the third Saturday of this month, 20th
December at 4.00pm.. All welcome- Irish speakers and those
interested in learning Irish. Spread the word!

St Vincent de Paul Knockaconey Christmas Collection amounted
to £632 & €10. Thank you for your generosity.

Westenders Christmas Dance on 17th December from 2pm to
S5pm. Adm. £5 inc. food. Christmas draw will take place at dance

Our Lady’s P.S. Tullysaran Applications for children starting
school in Sept 2026 open on 7th Jan 2026. To make an appointment
to visit our school email: info@ourladys.tullysaran.ni.sch.uk visit:
www.ourladyspstullysaran.com or telephone 02837548237

Parish Office The Parish Office will be closed from Tuesday 23rd
December at 12noon and will reopen on Friday 2nd January at
10am. Any anniversaries that fall within this time should be
submitted to the Parish Office no later than Thursday 18th
December.

Christmas Schedule

Christmas Vigil Masses

St Patrick’s Cathedral - 6:30pm & 11pm

St Colmcille’s Church - 6pm

Church of the Immaculate Conception -
7:30pm

St Malachy’s Church - 8:30pm

Christmas Day
St Patrick’s Cathedral - 11am & 12:30pm

St. Malachy’s Church - 8am & 9:30am
Church of the Immaculate Conception - 10am
St. Colmcille’s Church - 10am

St Stephen’s Day - Friday 26th December
St Patrick’s Cathedral - 10am

Saturday 27th December — Feast of St. John
St Patrick’s Cathedral - 10am & 6:30pm

Sunday 28th December (Feast of the Holy Innocents)
Normal Sunday Schedule including Vigil Masses

Monday 29th December
St Patrick’s Cathedral — 10am
St Malachy’s Church — 7:30pm — Mass of the Angels

Tuesday 30th December
St Patrick’s Cathedral - 10am

Wednesday 31st December
St Patrick’s Cathedral - 10am
St Malachy’s Church — 7:30pm — Mass of Thanksgiving

Thursday 1st January - Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
St Patrick’s Cathedral - 11am

Sunday 4th January — Normal Mass Schedule
St Patrick’s Cathedral — 11am — Closing of the Jubilee Year of
Hope

Please note there will be no
Prayer Service on 30th Dec &
1st Jan in St Malachy’s Church

Please note there will be no 8am Mass from Friday 26th December.
It will resume on Tuesday 6th January.

Mass of the Angels As part of our preparation for our Mass of the
Angels on Monday 29th December at 7:30pm in St Malachy’s
Church, a basket will be placed by the crib in St Malachy’s. Anyone
who has experienced the loss of a child are invited to write down
the name of the child and place it in the basket which will be placed
on the altar and prayed for at that Mass.

Prayer for Advent

Lord Jesus,
Master of both the light and the darkness,
send Your Holy Spirit upon our preparations for Christmas.
We who have so much to do and seek quiet spaces
to hear Your voice each day,
We who are anxious over many things look
forward to Your coming among us.
We who are blessed in so many ways long f
or the complete joy of Your kingdom.
We whose hearts are heavy seek the joy of Your presence.
We are Your people, walking in darkness,
yet seeking the light.
To you we say, “Come Lord Jesus!”
Amen.

—Henri J.M. Nouwen
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